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Born in 1977, in Malang, East Java, Wukir Suryadi began playing music for
theatre af the age of 12 with the Idiot Theater Studio, and later with the Rendra
Theater Workshop. In his solo work, and as a member of Senyawa, Error
Scream, Bendera Hitam Setengah, Potro Joyo, and other groups, Wukir
breaks the boundaries of traditional music, death metal and avant-garde
performance. On this new release, Cycle & Prayer, recorded in 2023, he
expands the edges of his unique artistic world further, by digging in to meditative
improvisation, art, and community building in his home workshop in the mountains
of central Java. These recordings vibrate inwards, toward the microcosmic
ecologies of forests and rivers; they distort outwards, resonating with global waves
of apocalyptic change that are forcing all living beings to the edges of existence
on earth. The result is a meditative poem that moves, as its titles announce, from
phenomena to phenomena, praying that humans find a way out from the depths of
the depths fo the light that illuminates the soul. An essential mode of creative work
for Wukir is the creation of unique instruments, using these sound sources as
"bullets of expression." In addition to the spear-like tube zither Bambu Wukir, he
has created the Solet, Enthong, Garu, Luku, Arrows, and Industrial Mutant
instruments, which in addition to being used in live performance, have been
exhibited in the Instrument Builders Project and the 2017 Jakarta Biennale. On this
recording, he uses the simple Cetta guitar, an instrument designed in Bali and
made for Indonesian children and local communities of folk and popular
musicians, in order to explore the different sonic characteristics of a more
"normal” instrument built from local wood. The themes of the album - cycle and
prayer - arise from a foreboding series of meta-events that shook Indonesia and
the world over the past years, following one after the other: the COVID-19
pandemic, the Ukrainian-Russian war, the Kanjuruhan Stadium tragedy in which
football supporters were gassed and killed by police, revelations of government
failures and corruption, the rise of personal vehicles, the increasing disturbance of
natural patterns of the rainy season and other ecological cycles.
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01. Pikiran dan kepentingan (Thoughts and Concerns)
02. Fenomena demi Fenomena (From Phenomena to Phenomena)
03. Lubuk yang terdalam (The Depths of the Depths)
04. Manusia oh Manusia (Human, Oh Human)
05. Selalu ada jalan keluar (There is Always a Way Out)
06. Meyakini sebuah jawaban (Believe in an Answer)
07. Kepada Cahaya yang menerangi Jiwa (To the Light which Illuminates the Soul)

® Born in 1977, in Malang, East Java, Wukir Suryadi began playing music for
theatre at the age of 12 with the Idiot Theater Studio, and later with the Rendra
Theater Workshop.

® In his solo work, and as a member of Senyawa, Error Scream, Bendera
Hitam Setengah, Potro Joyo, and other groups, Wukir breaks the
boundaries of traditional music, death metal and avant-garde performance.

® On Cycle and Prayer, recorded in 2023, he digs in to meditative improvisation,
art, and community building in his home workshop in the mountains of central
Java.
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