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The heavyweight trio of Keiji Haino, Jim O'Rourke, and Oren Ambarchi
return with their 12th and most epic release to date, the triple LP With pats on the
head, just one too few is evil one too many is good that's all it is. Documenting the
entirety of their final performance at the dearly departed Roppongi home of Tokyo
underground institution SuperDeluxe in November 2018, the music spread across
these six sides splits the difference between the guitar-bass-drums power trio moves
and experiments with novel instrumentation that have defined the trio's decade of
working together. Containing some of the most delicate music the three have
committed to wax since the gorgeous 12-string acoustic guitar and dulcimer tones
of Only wanting to melt beautifully away is it a lack of contentment that stirs
affection for those things said to be as of yet unseen, this wide-ranging release
also offers up some of their most blistering free rock performances yet. The side-
long opening piece finds Haino on a single snare drum in duet with O'Rourke on
unamplified electric guitar, playing in the lovely post-Bailey vein heard on his
classic '90s recordings with Henry Kaiser and Mats Gustafsson. For the first
trio performance, Haino makes another new addition to his seemingly infinite
catalogue of instruments, this time a homemade contraption he refers to as "Strings
of Dubious Reputation." Joined by O'Rourke on increasingly spaced-out electric
guitar and Ambarchi on skittering percussion, Haino's wonky, slack strings adds a
definite "musique brut" edge to this sidelong performance, certainly one of the
most enchantingly odd in the trio's discography. Arriving in a deluxe trifold
package with photos by Lasse Marhaug alongside inner sleeves with extensive
live images, this epic release is perhaps the most remarkable document yet of this
unique frio's stamina and continuing inventiveness.
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Al. My "Watashi Dake?" is definitely not included in this unequal treaty, is ite
(13:13)
B1. Right brain, left brain; right, left; right wing, left wing. Just how many
combinations can be made from these? (9:58)
B2. "Critical consciousness2" That's been abandoned in corner of a shower room
in a 53-storey apartment building inhabited by extra-terrestrial lifeforms2 (11:17)
C1. I thought | had pulverized it summarily but there are just too many who lack
reality or who are cowards so | cannot change a thing (15:17)
D1. Still divided into pieces? Let's reconnect them Recognise that you are a point
And the longest line Let it become light (22:42)
E1. I can no longer sense that sacred feeling of expression Just the loitering of
vulgar vibrations that can only be described as a half-hearted class reunion Will
you consent to this2 (23:34)
F1. There are always things | wish to say but | can only convey them in this

language August 6 August 9 (16:59)

¢ Keiji Haino, Jim O'Rourke, and Oren Ambarchi return with their 12th
release to date, the triple LP With pats on the head, just one too few is evil one
too many is good that's all it is.

® Documents the entirety of their final performance at the dearly departed
Roppongi home of Tokyo underground institution SuperDeluxe in November
2018.

* The music spread across these six sides splits the difference between the guitar-
bass-drums power trio moves and experiments with novel instrumentation that
have defined the trio's decade of working together.
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